THE PARISH OF CASTLETOWN (or Corcomohide, 183
Barony of Upper Connelloe).

SITUATION. This place iz situated in the Barony of Upper
Conello and is bounded on the north by the Parish of Z2alingarry;
on the east by Colman’'s Well ; o the south by Killagh-
olehane and on the west by the Parish of Kiimeedy.

NAME. The nswe of t“is Parish was originally Corcomohnid,
the name of Mc Bairy’s Ter ory, bubt latterly it is called
Castletown Mac bnlry from the femily of Mac BEniry, tihe sncient
Chiefs of Corca-Muiceat, who were dispossessed hy Cromwell about
the year 1850, at which period the family of Conilers oblaine
possess*oa of this place, from whom it is now sometimes called
Castletown-Coniers.

o

Gough in his silly additions to Camden asserts th2t Jiunain
Chreadhail or Kilesdy is the same as Castletown Mac Bniry but in
this he mistakes the words of Archdal, who knew nothing at all
about it but what he leasrned from O’Halloran, who is & very stulti-
fied authority. I usre insert what they have said on this subject:~—

Gough’s Camden, R.I.A.
Cluain Chredail - Castle Mac Bneiry. 184

In the Barony of Conillo at Castle Mac EBneiry, formerly the
seat of Mac Eneiry, zare the ruins of a very large Monastery and
some other buildings, which sufficiently evince the pisty, dignity
and splendour of that antient family (H. ex O’Hallorani. 8%t. Ita
cr Mida of the blood royal of Munster is said to have founded &
famous Abbey at Cluain Chreduil or Kilita, at the foot of the
Mountain Luaecra (H).

Archd. Mon. Hib. C.11, p.419, R.I.A. 185
Castletown (Mc Eneiry MS.).

In the Barony of Conillo and formerly the seat of lac Eneiry;
here we find the ruins of a very large Monastary (Cluain Creahail)
and some other public buildings, winich sufficiently evince the
piety, dignity and splendour of that ancient family (0’'Halloran).

The Church of Castletown waich is "the very large morastery® 186
mentioned by O’Halloran, is & very long Chureh, but certainly not
8 very extensive nor anything bordering on a splendid Mcnastery.
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It is one bundred and twenty seven feet in length on tis cuteide
and twenty six feet nine inches in breadth on the inside. Its
walls are fourteen feel high and three feet six inches thick,
and well built. The east window is in lerable crese”vavion,
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but not so gorgeous as one might be inecli f

words of O'Hallorsn, s copied by Archdall. It forms az I

point on the inside and measures abvout slsven feet f:I inches
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in height and seven feet six ianches in width; on the de it
is divided into two compartments, which are roundheads e
structed of reddisnh sandstone; both together are two

inches in width; each is ten inches and the mullion ©

wnich congists of seven separate stones, is nine inck

rr’hey are eight Teet Tive inches in height and eight ¥ w0
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At the diztan

2e of twelve fset four inches from the sast
gabie thersz pointed deoorway on the north wall leading 187
into an Iardor Sscristy, but the Iardom is destroye nd the
doorway is n reduced to a breach.

At the distance of five fest from the east gable ithe south
wall contains a window which is in tolerable presservation, and
measuras on the inside (whers 1ts head is s i !
seven feet gix inches in height and four
width. On the outside it is placed at the height of s
from the pressni level of the ground and divided
menits which ars pointed at top in the Gothic styl
compartments taksn together measure in width one T
2, half inches, and the mullion between them Iz ssven Iv
and six inches thick. They arse four fest in height.

At the distance of thirty six feet six inches
corner, the doorway is placed; its iaternsl part is n¥
at the top, but its ianternal sides remain, which are Tive feet
five inches asunder; its outer part forms a semicircie 27 top,
but its sides are dsstroyed; it is six feet ssven inches in height
and four feet in width.

from
£

From this doorway aeross To

r ‘s a modern
wall lately built to snclose the o 8 burial
place for the family of Coniers.

At the distsnce of twenty four feet sight inches 19 ths 188
east of the doorwoy above described, there 1s a brez . ths
south wall where there was 2 window, as =zppesrs from ~r- side

of it still remaining.
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The side walls of this Church are fourteen feet in height.

The west gable contains a small rectangular window placed
at the height of about seventeen feet from the ground. I could
not get up to it to take its exact dimensions, but I would take
it to be two feet six inches in height on the outside and five
inches in width.

I could not learn from any tradition on the spot whether
this was a Parish Church or a Monastic oaqe.

There is a small portion of Mac Eniry's Castle standing
near Mr. Conier’s housej it should be shewn on the Ordnance Map.

For the names of wells, etc., in this Parish see Field
Name Book.

Examined by me.
John O'Donovan.
July 26th 1840,
Ballingarry.




